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Year Seven Day Trips

Pupils in Year Seven went on a week of day trips at the
end of the Summer Term, to Bodiam Castle, Port Lympne

.00, Downe Activity Centre, Surrey Quays (sailing) and
Thorpe Park.
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Year Eight Day Trips

Pupils in Year Eight visited the British Museum, to aid their
studies (in Latin) of Roman and Egyptian culture, and
Docklands, the Thames Barrier and the Greenwich
Planetarium to aid their studies (in geography) of urban
regeneration and flooding and (in physics) of astronomy.
The latter trip included a boat journey along the Thames.

Chamber Choir Visits

OnTuesday 9th February, Eltham College Chamber Choir sang
Evensong in Clare College, Cambridge University with the help
of eight of the College’s choral scholars. It was a wonderful
opportunity to perform with members of the internationally-
acclaimed choir and to sing for their conductor Tim Brown.
First, though, we had an opportunity to witness the magnificent
views over Cambridge from the roof of King's College, which is
next door to Clare College. Robbie Jacobs (OE), who is now a
choral scholar at King’s, very kindly arranged our visit and gave
us a guided tour of the iconic building with its amazing stained
glass and fan-vaulted ceiling. After this, we had a forty-five
minute rehearsal with Tim Brown, who helped us to improve
our performance and technique. After a break we resumed
our rehearsal, now joined by the eight choral scholars of Clare
College. After the service at 6.15pm, we were blessed by the
Dean and went to meet some of the Old Elthamians now
studying at Cambridge. Then we had dinner in the College
Buttery and returned to Eltham College.

At the end of the Spring Term, the Chamber Choir were on
their travels again, this time to the City of London to perform
in part of a professional lunchtime concert series held at St
Stephen Walbrook Church. The choir performed two cantatas

by Mendelssohn (O Haupt voll Blut und Wunaen
Verleih uns Frieden gn digtdarhpanied by
orchestra under the magnificent dome of the Wren-designed
church.We were privileged to perform alongside Robert
Quinney, the Assistant Master of Music at Westminster Abbey,
who performed a Handel Organ Concerto in the same
concert.

Later in the year, at the start of the SummerTerm, the
Chamber Choir again went to sing Evensong out of school, this
time in Winchester Cathedral. The cathedral, which has the
longest nave of any English cathedral, looked stunning in the
spring sunshine and we received a warm welcome from the
Dean and Chapter. We performed Sumsion’s Evening Service
in G and Benjamin Britten's Hymn to the Virgin with a quartet
beyond the Quire screen providing an effective antiphonal
exchange with the main choir in the medieval Choir Stalls. The
service concluded with Anthony Daly (Year 9) playing some
Bach for the exit voluntary on the Cathedral organ. After the
service, we had our dinner in the Close outside the Cathedral
and departed to return to Eltham College.

Arun O’Sullivan (Yr 9)
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YEAR NINE LATIN TRIP TO BATH

In March this year, all those who had continued Latin
into Year Nine went on an educational and fun Latin trip
to the city of Bath to study and explore all that we had
learnt about back at school in our Latin course. We left
from Mottingham station and after rail and underground
journeys eventually got to Bath around two hours later.

When we got to the baths, we had a short explanatory
talk from our teachers about what we were going to
see on our tour around the site. After that, we went
inside and started our tour:We had all been given both
a quiz to do and an audio guide to help us complete it.

There were questions about the actual water in the
baths, questions on the people who would regularly visit
the baths and many others.We learnt about what the
different baths were used for and who would use them.
For example, we found out which bath people went to
if they were sick and which one was used for exercises.

[t took around an hour in total to finish the tour and the

quiz and when we had finished, we were given some free time
in the town to have our lunch and look around. Having finished
being tourists, we made the long journey back home and got
to school on time after an enjoyable day.

Barnabas Pitts (Yr 9)
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Year Seven Qveraight Camps in
Broadstone Warren

We set off at three o'clock on Saturday afternoon in the The next morning
minibuses. Mr Pollard was driving ours and Mrs Galloway drove we woke up at six.
the other one. After about an hour we turned a corner to find an We were tired
accident.We were stuck in a traffic jam for ages — it was so boringl ~ but went over to
the fire to have
After a long time we arrived at Ashdown Forest. The first thing ~ breakfast. This

we did was set our tents up (that was easy as ours was a pop-  consisted of

up tent). Then we went to collect wood from the forest. The cereal in a bagl!

first thing | found was a massive log! After breakfast
there was a game

After the massive log we seemed to find trees that had fallen of manhunt. Then

down and we were bringing them back in groups of ten! [t was ~ we had to pack
really fun. After that we started up the fire with Mr Hillary. We up for the journey

played with Mr Hillary's dog Jack while we were waiting. back and | slept all
the way home on

Finally we got the food on. Everyone had sausages and | had the minibus!

quorn: quorn sausages and then a quorn burger. After that it

was scary ghost stories and toasted marshmallows. ..mmm! Kaisun Raj (Yr 7)

After two ghost stories we played another game of manhunt,

this time in the dark (scary).Then we heard a few more ghost
stories and then it was off to bed. As well as teachers, prefects
Hamish, Greg, Will, Sam and Calum also came.
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Lower Siith Visit to T horve Fark

In April Lower Sixth physicists visited Thorpe Park. The visit was an
integral part of the practical assessment which is required at AS
level. The park is a superb place to study physics and allows pupils
to see the very physics they are learning put through its paces.

The visit incorporated talks from both the park's educational
officer and head of electrical engineering. These talks
highlighted just what a huge part physics plays in making the
rides exciting yet safe, and as the practical work was electrical
based, our students were given an insight into how this area of
physics is used to power, control and test the rides.

g -

During the day, we were given exclusive access to the bunker
right underneath Stealth, from where the powerful launch
motors and various dimensions of the ride itself, including
position and speed, are monitored, as Stealth thunders overhead.

Although the group had just a short time in the park, there
was some time to experience the rides first hand and see just
what physics can do.

MMM

Concert Trips Organized by the

Music Department

In addifion to the myriad of home-grown concerts this
academic year, pupils’ own musical performances have
been informed and enhanced by numerous opportunities
to attend professional concerts and orchestral workshops.

Amongst these, Stick Attack took part in a Percussion Day at
the Guildhall School of Music;Years Seven and Eight attended a
performance of Holst's The Planetas the Royal Festival Hall;
Year Nine pupils were introduced to the music of Messiaen by
players from the London Symphony Orchestra;Year Ten pupils
enjoyed ENO's controversial staged production of Handel's

MessiahSixth Form musicians attended The Sixteen's recital
in Greenwich of some Renaissance choral masterpieces; brass
students attended a performance at Queen Elizabeth Hall given
by the Mariinsky Brass Ensemble from Russia; and an open
invitation was extended to all pupils to hear Mozart and Mahler
performed by the Philharmonia Orchestra on the Southbank.
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Performing Oliver! at
the Edinburgh Fringe

In the SummerTerm of 2009 auditions were held for parts in a
production of 01 iverwhich the school was planning to take
to the Edinburgh Fringe in August. The day after the audition |
was delighted to hear that | would be playing the part of Oliver
A daunting rehearsal schedule arrived (seven days a week with
a few days off) and the ABH became my new home for the
period of the summer holidays. Rehearsals were hard work but
great fun. We almost lost one member of the chorus (Edward
Wort) when he fell through a faulty trap door on a raised
platform but luckily he managed to grab onto the backdrop and
save himself. Fagin’s gang had fun learning our song and dance
routines but | got a bit concerned when they started measuring
me up for a coffin for one scene (I'm too young to diel). Robbie
Jacobs (the musical director) kindly came back to run things
musically, but then promptly went away on a choir tour for two
weeks (not committed tut tut tutl). Occasionally Mr Pollard
(director), showing the strain of so much to do and so little
time, would get angry with people for larking around or playing
piano during rehearsals when they were not meant to but
generally everyone worked hard and by the end of five weeks
rehearsing we were all excited about heading up to Edinburgh.

The production crew packed all the scenery, props and
costumes into two trailers and drove up by minibus. However
this was not without incident as the minibus broke down
twenty metres from the school gates and they were delayed
for three hours. Meanwhile much of the cast travelled up to
Edinburgh by train under Mr Beattie's supervision.

The accommodation in Edinburgh at Loretto School was great
but the only cooking facilities were those that we brought with
us — an electric stove and a couple of toasters for forty people.
Luckily Mrs Stoodley (Callum’s mum) was staying with us. She
was very organised; she cooked for Fagin's gang and made our
lives a lot easier.

The first performance was a technical disaster. To start with
Louis Barclay’'s (Dodger) trousers kept falling down and
everyone’s microphones kept falling off. However the
audience didn't seem to notice, we carried on and we got a
five star review!

After performances we set out to do ‘publicity’. Most days we
had a slot on a small stage on the Royal Mile where we sang
our songs to advertise the show, handed out leaflets and stuck
our posters over everyone else’s. All this publicity paid off. We
had three sell out shows and the others were mostly full.
Friends and family of all the cast made the trip up to support
us and Mr Henderson visited and thoroughly enjoyed it.

Everyone had a fantastic experience. After spending nearly the
entire holiday with the cast | made some great new friends and

it is an experience that | will never forget.

Joseph Beesley (Yr 7)
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Year Nine Battlefields Trip

On Friday 28th May the whole of Year Nine set off from Eftham at
6.30am for the annual Battlefields Trip. Before the trip, we had
been studying the Battles of Ypres, the Somme and the Stalemate
inWWI in history lessons so we had a firm idea of what to expect.

The three battles of Ypres took place in 1914, 1915 and 1917.
The third battle of Ypres or Passchendaele was the final
offensive by the Allied forces to break through the Salient,
created when the British halted the German advance towards
the French ports. After 99 days the British had completed
their objective, but it could not be called a ‘victory’, as over a
quarter of million men were lost on both sides.

The coach journey to Dover was quicker than we expected. Once
there we boarded a ferry and crossed the Channel.We eventually
reached Calais and set off once again, straight to Ypres in Belgium.
The first place my group headed to was the Allied cemetery in Tyne
Cot, where everything was brilliantly preserved with large white
marble gravestones and huge memorials. But it was just too big, and
everything was rather sad and depressing, | counted 164 graves in
one row. One row! Everyone was searching for their names either
on the large memorial walls or on the gravestones themselves.
Most found them. There are nearly 13,000 soldiers buried in Tyne
Cot and over two thirds have the words “Known unto God”
inscribed on the gravestones, as no name was ever found for them.

We then visited the German cemetery in Langemark. This
cemetery is very different to Tyne Cot. The entrance has a
large mass grave with at least 25,000 German servicemen
inside and each gravestone is a slab of rock with at least 25
names on each.The entire area is enclosed and you can barely
see what's inside from far off. At the end of the cemetery are

four life-sized bronze statues of German soldiers in mourning,
watching over the horizon, said to be watching over the fallen.

We then headed to Sanctuary Wood, where an entire trench
layout has been preserved. There was also a huge collection of
weapons, helmets, shells and ammunition, and huge holes in the
ground where the bombardments had hit. And the trenches
were still incredibly muddy, even after almost a hundred years!

Lastly we visited the town of Ypres and the Cloth Hall, which
had been destroyed by the Germans in the Second Battle of
Ypres. It was re-built by the Belgians to the original designs,
and it does look magnificent, even today. There is now a
museum built inside the Cloth Hall, with original equipment like
gas masks and ammunition, extremely detailed models of the
trenches, plus a huge map of Ypres in the bombardment. After
leaving the museum we walked around Ypres and saw the
huge Menin Gate, which had the names of each allied soldier
who died atYpres, which was sadly a huge number.

It's sad how Langemark and Tyne Cot were so different. Tyne
Cot was bigger, smarter; with each grave to each soldier; with a
huge memorial in the centre. All in all 13,000 men are buried
there. But in Langemark, the cemetery was smaller and trees
made the place cold and dark. But even though the place is
smaller; 44,000 men are buried there, with 25,000 in a mass
grave. It shows what happens to the winners and the losers.

| would like to thank the teachers who took us on the trip. It
was a fun day, but also sad, seeing how many men died in those
brutal years. It is an incredibly important trip, and that must be
remembered. The ones who fell should be remembered.

Euan Brook (Yr 9)




